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Are they colored alike on both sides?
What is the shape of the leaves?
To what are the leaves attached?
What is on the stalk which grows between
the leaves?
How many flowers does each plant have?
What is the color of the flower.
What part of the plant grows under the
ground?
What do we call this part?
What joins the root to the leaves?
5. Comments. Answers to these questions
•will lead the children to see that the parts of
the plant are root, stem, leaves and flower.
The questions above are arranged to follow
the children's interest instead of in the logical
order that would suggest itself to the mature
inind of an adult. By stimulating the child's
interest in those parts of the plant which most
easily attract attention, the teacher can easily
direct his interest to the other parts which she
wishes him to observe.
With the first or second grade class the
work suggested above will be enough for one
lesson, and the time devoted to it should be
from ten to fifteen minutes.
Parts of the Flower. With a strong sec-
ond grade class and with classes in the third
grade and beyond, the parts of the flower
can be studied with success. The extent
of the study should be kept well within the
capacity of the pupils, and it is seldom wise
to analyze stamens and pistils with classes
below the fourth grade.
Call attention to the size of the blossoms
on the different plants,.
Are they all the same size?
About how long are they?
What is their shape.
What is their color?
How many leaves has each blossom?
How do these leaves differ from those on
the stem of the plant?
Are all the leaves of the flower alike?
What color are they?
What do you see in the flower cup?
"How many of these organs can you find?
Are they all alike?
One or more flowers from specimens in
the teacher's possession should be cut open
to display the parts, as illustrated in the
eut. If the class is far enough advanced in
the work, parts of the stamen and pistil and.
the pollen can be touched trpon in this lesson.
Qftter Lessons* The foregoing are types
of lessons that can be given on other plants.
•;$» fee ,work advances the lessons should
to ike iMdy of parts in more cle-
the fo^m, size and structure of the
they aro joined to the
 stem. The stem also should be studied, spe-
cial attention being called to the difference
in appearance of the portion above ground
and beneath the surface. Lead the pupils
to notice carefully the distinction between the
bulb and the roots.
In the fall term these spring plants should
again be considered, and a brief study made
of the seeds. The plans presented above
can be used in the study of any plant or
flower. If the structure is complex the study
need only be extended to include the new
features. However, these complex structures
should be approached with care. Teachers
occasionally fail in nature study work be-
cause they attempt too much, or because they
present subjects that are too difficult. It
is far better to do a few things well and in
so doing establish in the pupils the habit
of close and systematic observation than it
is to dissipate their energies on so many
subjects that they acquire careless habits of
study.
Related Articles. Consult the following
titles for additional information:
GENERAL
Agriculture	Floriculture
Botany (with list)	Gardening
Breeding	Grafting
Burbank, Luther	Horticulture
Cross Fertilization	Natural Selection
AQUATIC PLANTS
Algae	Cat-tail	Papyrus
Bladderwort      Nelumbo	Water Lily
CARNIVOROUS PLANTS
Butterwort	Sundew
Pitcher Plants	Venus's Flytrap
CREEPING PLANTS
Bindweed	Lysimachia        Virginia
Ground Ivy        Pyxie	Creeper
Ivy	Smilax	"Wandering Jew
DESERT PLANTS
Agave	Cereus	Sagebrush
Cactus	Mesquite	Yucca
Prickly   Pears
DISEASES   OP   PLANTS
Blight	Ergot	Busts
Bunt	Mildews	Smuts
DYE PLANTS
Acacia	Indigo	Saffron
Annatto	Logwood	Turmeric
Brazilwood        Madder	Woad
SafHower
FIBER PLANTS
Cotton	Hemp	Nettle
Flay	Hibiscus	Sisal.
flowers
See Flowers - -         -	....
FORAGE PLANTS
Alfalfa	Clover	Tare
Blue Grass         Gama Grass      Timothy
Buffalo Grass   Millet	Vetch
FRUITS
See Fruits
FUNGOID   PLANTS
Agaric	Mushrooms        Truffle
Fungi	PufCball	Yeast
Molds	Slime Molds
GRAINS
See Grains

